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	2010 – 2011 Kindergarten

	
	 Jessica Coker – Math and Projects in room D1

Jennee Sonnenberg – Literacy in room D2


“I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. I do and I understand.” --Chinese Proverb

Dear Aveson Families,

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to our school and community.  As parents, we both appreciate how scary it is to send our children off to school and into the care of other adults.  Will the teachers respect my child?  Empower his/her voice?  Will my child feel safe?  Will my child build healthy and appropriate relationships with other children?  What are the behavior expectations?  What if my child has a difficult day?  THIS IS MY BABY!?!!  

Yes!  Sending our child to Kindergarten can be harder on the parents than it is on the child!

First, let us begin by assuring you that we are here to build a relationship with your child, the adults, and even with siblings and extended family!  Please do not hesitate to contact us anytime.  Our best form of contact is through email.  

Jessica Coker: Math and Projects Specialist – Room D1

jessicacoker@aveson.org
Jennee Sonnenberg: Literacy Specialist – Room D2

jennifersonnenberg@aveson.org
If you would like to speak with us directly, you may set up a phone appointment through email.  Since we are both parents, it is easier for us to schedule phone appointments after 8pm.  Lastly, if you should ever need to speak with us in person, feel free to schedule a meeting with one or both of us.

There are several opportunities to be at the school through the year.  At Aveson, we have an open door policy on classroom volunteers.  Guiding principle:  “Your commitment is to make others around you successful.”  We are successful when we have your help in our classrooms.  Sometimes we need help sorting through papers, working with a small group of children at a learning table, or displaying projects.  For those families who have small children, perhaps you would consider coming in a few minutes after school to vacuum or sanitize tables!  

We have one parent-teacher conference and three student-led conferences throughout this school year.  Since we base your child's academic growth on assessments and not traditional grading scales, it will be important to come to all four of the conferences this year.

CAN YOU ASSIGN US WITH HOURS AND HOURS OF HOMEWORK, PLEASE!?

We do not have traditional homework.  However, we will be encouraging reading and writing at home as we get established in our year.  In addition, there are three optional family projects throughout the school year.  These projects are student-driven and encourage the family to sit and create something together.  After completing each project, the student has the opportunity to share his/her project in the class and answer questions about the process.  Lastly, we open our room after school in order to invite the community to see these amazing creations. Further details will be sent regarding each of the family projects. 

WISH LIST
Please consider donating to your child's classroom for all the children to enjoy!  Remember to keep your receipts because school donations are tax deductible. 

· Wish List on Amazon (http://www.amazon.com) under email jennifersonnenberg@aveson.org.  This list has the option of being prioritized from highest priority to lowest.  

· Wish List on Lakeshore Learning (http://www.lakeshorelearning.com) under email jennifersonnenberg@aveson.org
· Gift cards in any amount to Vromans or Lakeshore Learning.

· Hand Sanitizer

· Band-Aids (no designs) 

· Box of Facial Tissue 

· Roll of Paper Towels

· Crayola Markers (thick)

· Crayola Colored Pencils

· Glue Sticks

· Sidewalk Chalk

· Construction Paper - all colors! (Especially rainbow colors, black, white, brown, and pink)

· Clear Tape (Like Scotch Tape)

· Basketballs

· Kickballs

· Hula Hoops

· Yoga mats

· Yoga ball

PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE
Please answer via email the following questions to help us better understand your child.
Please send the questionnaire to both jennifersonnenberg@aveson.org and jessicacoker@aveson.org.


- Who lives at home?
- Who are the child’s legal guardians/parents?

- What are the career, job, responsibilities, and hobbies of the guardian/parents?
- What is your email address for all parents?
- What is your phone number?
- What is the best way to contact you? What time of the day is best to contact you?
- Does your child have any allergies or medical complications that need to be addressed?

- Please list any and all food allergies.
- Does your child have siblings? How many and what are their ages?
- How is your child getting to and from school?
- Is your child enrolled in before school or after school programs?

- Does your child have any special needs you want his/her teachers to be aware of?
- Tell me three to five things about your child.


FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

There are a few things to know before the start of school:

· School starts at 8:10 and will be released at 2:45 for D1 and D2 Kindergarten.

· Aveson has Wacky Wednesdays, or early-release Wednesdays.  Kindergarten students will be released at 12:50.
· We will be having a structured rest period until December.  Rest is 25 minutes long, and students are allowed to look at books or rest during this time.

· Kindergarten parents are invited to stay with their child until 10:00 on the first day of school (September 7).  Your presence may help your child transition into his/her new classroom environment.

· After the first day of school, we request that all parents say their goodbyes on the blacktop playground area and allow their child to transition into the classroom with their peers. Some children may be sad, but we will make sure to take good care of them! When a parent shows a child that there is nothing to be afraid of, they adjust to their new environment quickly.

· Kindergarten families: Please provide a change of clothes for your child in a small bag. Please write your child's name clearly on the bag. If your child engages in messy play, or has an accident, this will allow them to have clothes already at school.  Any soiled clothes will be sent home the same day so clean clothes can be replaced. 

· Make sure to write your child's name clearly inside all clothing - especially sweaters, hoodies, coats, scarves, and hats. (LUNCH BOXES, TOO!)

· Kindergarten families: Please bring a family picture to post on our Family Wall THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. If you forget your picture, you can bring it in at another time!
· Please provide your child with a labeled (use a Sharpie!) yoga mat for yoga instruction.


BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT
Our Back to School Night will be on September 14th from 5:30 – 6:30pm.  The first half an hour you will have the opportunity to explore each classroom and say hello to your teachers.  The second half hour will have an information meeting in room D2.  Children will not be allowed to attend the information meeting in room D2.  Please email jessicacoker@aveson.org if you need help with childcare during that time.

PARENT LIAISONS
Our parent liaison program helps the teachers communicate with families about classroom needs, events, and general Aveson information.  This year we are lucky to have two amazing mothers as our liaisons.  They both have had one child at Aveson, and both are sending their second child into Kindergarten.  These ladies will be sending emails soon to gather a functional email list and to begin a class roster in order to set up playdates.  Your information is always voluntary and remains private.

Jennee Sonnenberg's Literacy liaison is Jennifer King.


Jennifer:  


“Welcome! I am mother to two rascals, Jasper (1st grade) and Ava (Kindergarten), and this will be our 
2nd year at Aveson.  I am very excited about this next year, and encourage everyone to volunteer in 
the classroom!  It’s a wonderful opportunity to see how your child learns, and to meet other parents. 
Please don’t hesitate to pull me aside or email me with any questions you may have. I am on the 
Aveson 'Learning Differences Action Team,' and in my spare time I love to write.”


Jessica Coker's Math/Project liaison is Jeanette Wu.


Jeanette:  


“I am a mother of 2 inquisitive and energetic boys.  We are looking forward to our third year at 
Aveson: Lucas will be starting Kindergarten and Evan will be entering Second grade.  I work a few 
hours a week teaching at-risk students at a private elementary school.  Gardening, hiking, eating 
good food, and reading fiction are a few things that I enjoy.  This year I am excited to have more time 
to volunteer in the classroom and help the teachers in any way possible.  Let me know if you're 
interested in a playdate... we can't wait to make new friends!”

BOX TOPS 4 EDUCATION

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
This is a simple way to help our school financially.  Collect them from products you already use and have at home, then simply turn them in once a month to your child's Advisor.  

DAILY SCHEDULE

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8:10 – 8:30  Advisory
8:30 – 10:00  Block 1 – A
10:00 – 10:20  Snack Recess Recess 
10:25 – 10:55  Block 1 – B
11:00 – 11:20  Physical Education 
11:25 –11:55  Block 2 – B
12:05 – 12:25  Eating 

12:30 – 12:50  Lunch Recess 
1:00 – 2:30  Block 2 - A
2:30 – 2:40  Clean-up and walk to dismissal gate

2:45 Dismissal

Wacky Wednesday
8:10 – 8:35 Advisory 
8:35 – 8:55 PE 
9:00 – 10:15 Block 1
10:25 – 10:45 Eating
10:45 – 11:15 Lunch Recess 
11:25 – 12:40 Block 2

12:40 – 12:50 Clean-up and walk to dismissal gate

12:50 Dismissal
AVESON TEAM WEAR

At Aveson, we wear an abundance of secondary colors! When our school opened parents requested school uniforms. Being true to the Aveson vision, we also wanted children to have the ability to be creative and express their individuality. We tried our version of a school uniform, and it has been amazing how these colors became a symbol for Aveson. I remember once being in Target and identifying an Aveson family simply by their clothes (and a shopping cart full of orange, green, and purple t-shirts!)  We encourage all the families in our community to support this unique school uniform. It is a powerful way to build our community while keeping our students safe on campus and on field trips.

On the top:
Orange, purple, green, and white shirts and sweatshirts. Jackets can be any color. Designs are acceptable, but we request that logos be limited to 2" x 2". Combinations of colors are also acceptable.

On the bottom:
Black, khaki, blue jeans, orange, purple, and green pants and skirts.

Dresses:
Orange, purple and green.

Lastly, we often engage in messy activities - especially in the Project classroom. If your child is wearing a uniquely special outfit, please let us know so we can make accommodations. We would hate a special dress to come home covered in dough or paint!  Let us know if you have any questions regarding Aveson Team Wear.  We know many parents are out shopping for that perfect orange top for the first day of school!
CONFETTI EGGS

Our June Jubilee is one of our biggest fundraising events of the year.  The Kindergarten classrooms will be sponsoring the Confetti Egg booth.  If you and your family eat chicken eggs, please consider breaking them in the special “Confetti Egg” way, washing them out, then sending them into your child's Advisory by the dozen.  This is not only one of the most profitable booths at the carnival, but the entire booth is run on recycled materials!  Start crackin' those eggs!

http://www.project-tnt.com/fiesta/Make%20Eggs.htm
(ONLY do steps 1-4)

KINDERGARTEN GOALS

The following is a list of the Language Arts and Math Kindergarten goals taken from the California State Standards. The State of California expects your Kindergartner to master these standards by the end of the school year. These skills will contribute to your child's success in Kindergarten and prepare him/her for first grade. 

Language Arts

*Recognize and write the alphabet in uppercase and lowercase letters (in random order.)

*Recite the alphabet in order.

*Know the appropriate sound for each letter of the alphabet, including the short and long vowel sounds.

*Able to blend consonant--vowel--consonant sounds orally to make words.
(h--a--t = hat m--e--n = men)

*Know that vowels play a special part in all words.

*Can listen attentively to a story.

*Demonstrate left to right sweep and top to bottom order.

*Participate in a group setting using songs, rhymes, discussions, and conversation.

*Develop reading readiness skills such as cutting, pasting, coloring, holding a pencil correctly, and tracing.

*Recognize the 8 basic colors and color words (red, orange, yellow, green, blue, purple, black, and brown.)

*Retell a story using details.

*Recognize rhyming words.

*Write first and last name.

*Show spacing between words.

*Know the functions of an author and illustrator.

*Understand simple story structure (beginning, middle, and end.)

*Distinguish between fiction and nonfiction.

*Follow directions in group settings.

*Participate in listening and comprehension activities.

*Imitate the initial and ending sounds of a word.

*Use positional words (in, on, under.)

*Share information and ideas.

*Dictate stories from lessons and personal experiences.




Mathematics

*Count orally by ones, fives, and tens to 100.

*Make sets 1-20.

*Demonstrate one-to-one correspondence (point to each object counted.)

*Recognize and write numerals 1-30.

*Name ordinal numbers first through tenth.

*Demonstrate addition and subtraction facts to ten using manipulative objects.

*Use nonstandard objects to measure length, volume, and weight.

*Tell time on the hour.

*Demonstrate the concept of coins (penny, nickel, dime, quarter.)

*Identify and classify geometric shapes (circle, triangle, square, rectangle, cube, cone, and sphere.)

*Identify, describe, and extend a pattern of three objects.

*Demonstrate knowledge of position and comparison terms (above, below, more, less, top, bottom, before, after, middle, left, right, same, different, taller, shorter.)

*Participate in graphing activities to gather information.

*Sort and classify objects using one or more attributes.

*Recite the days of the week and months of the year in order.

*Separate whole to parts and back to whole.

